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• Academic recognition 
– Secondary school leaving certificates
– Higher education degrees
– Periods of study

• Professional recognition 
• Third country diplomas in Europe



Secondary School Leaving 
Certificates

Under Hungarian law no need for recognition

– European Union countries and so called Lisbon 
Recognition countries

– Under bilateral recognition arrangements 
– International Baccalaureate Diploma (but not a 

certificate or course results) or
– European Baccalaureate Certificate



• https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-
/conventions/treaty/165/signatures



• https://www.oktatas.hu/kepesitesek_elismertetese/jogszabalyok



Automatically recognised secondary school 
leaving certificates…

Albania, Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium,
Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Czechoslovakia,
Denmark, the United Kingdom, Estonia, Finland,
France, Greece, the Netherlands, Croatia, India,
Ireland, Iceland, Israel, Yugoslav Socialist Federal
Republic and independent countries of its former
member states, China, Laos, Poland, Latvia,
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxemburg, Malta,
Germany, Norway, Italy, Portugal, Romania, Spain,
Switzerland, Sweden, Syria, Slovakia, Slovenia, the
Soviet Union and independent countries of its former
member states, Turkey, New Zealand, the Ukraine,
Vatican.



…based on bilateral agreements
Albania, Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium,
Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Czechoslovakia,
Denmark, the United Kingdom, Estonia, Finland,
France, Greece, the Netherlands, Croatia, India,
Ireland, Iceland, Israel, Yugoslav Socialist Federal
Republic and independent countries of its former
member states, China, Laos, Poland, Latvia,
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxemburg, Malta,
Germany, Norway, Italy, Portugal, Romania, Spain,
Switzerland, Sweden, Syria, Slovakia, Slovenia, the
Soviet Union and independent countries of its former
member states, Turkey, New Zealand, the Ukraine,
Vatican.





What is considered a foreign 
secondary school leaving 

certificate in Hungary?
• Successful completion of a foreign 

secondary school 
AND

• Gives access to higher education in the 
country of origin



What is considered a foreign 
secondary school leaving 

certificate in Hungary?
• Successful completion = 12 (or 11) years 

of school (primary and secondary) 
education 

• Gives full access to university (no de facto 
admittance is needed)

• No significant difference is established



Academic recognition of foreign 
diplomas

• For Hungarian master courses
• For Hungarian doctoral courses
• For so called postgraduate 

specialist training        



For a Hungarian Master course
A foreign qualification may be recognised as a 
Hungarian Bachelor degree, if it is
• issued by a foreign higher education institution
• after a higher education course
• of at least three years of nominal duration and
• academically comparable to a Hungarian 

bachelor degree (e.g. gives access to Master 
study in the country of origin)



For a Hungarian PhD course
A foreign qualification may be recognised as 
a Hungarian Master degree, if it is
• issued by a foreign higher education 

institution
• after a higher education course
• of at least one year of nominal duration

and
• the entrance requirement is a foreign 

Bachelor



• Who is responsible for academic
recognition: Hungarian higher education 
institutions

• To be submitted: 
– Certified copy of the diploma or the secondary 

school leaving certificate
– Certified copy of the transcript
– Translations (certified or not, depending on 

the language)



• Authenticity
• The Hague Apostille
• Ranking the applicants



Recognition of periods of 
study

Done by universities
Based on a so called European Credit 
Transfer and Accumulation System
(ECTS)
1 ECTS credit = typically 25-30 hours 
of student work
1 semester = 60 ECTS credit
2 ECTS credit = (roughly) 1 US credit



• Academic recognition 
– Secondary school leaving certificates
– Higher education degrees
– Periods of study

• Professional recognition 
• Third country diplomas in Europe



Professional recognition
1. The Internal Market
2. The Directive 2005/36/EC in a nutshell

− Recognition of professional experience
− Sectoral approach
− General system



Professional recognition
Four freedoms based on the EC Treaty: 

- free movement of people
- free movement of goods
- free movement of services
- free movement of capital

Two possible approaches:
- Harmonization (training, scope of activity), (law)
- Recognition (trust) 



Professional recognition
Individuals: right to live, work, study in another EU country 
Consumers: wider choice
Business: much easier to do business in another EU country



Professional recognition
3 regimes of recognition:
1. Automatic recognition based on professional 
experience (mainly crafts, industry and commerce)
2. Automatic recognition based on harmonised 
minimum training requirements (7 "sectoral professions": 
doctors, nurses, dentists, veterinary surgeons, 
pharmacists, midwives, architects)
3. General system of mutual recognition (primary or 
subsidiary application)



Sectoral directives

– 1975 Doctors 
– 1977 Nurses
– 1978 Dentists
– 1978 Veterinary surgeons
– 1980 Midwives
– 1985 Pharmacists
– 1985 Architects
– Xxxx Common platforms



A different approach: general 
directives

–Diploma recognition without 
harmonization of study programmes 
(teachers, lawyers)

–Case-by-case evaluation of 
qualifications

–based on mutual trust 



General directives
– Additional requirements may be imposed
– Substantial differences
– Compensation measures: 

Professional experience
Adaptation period
Aptitude test



• Academic recognition 
– Secondary school leaving certificates
– Higher education degrees
– Periods of study

• Professional recognition 
• Third country diplomas in Europe



Third country diplomas
• Directive only applies to EU citizens
• Specific rules on third country 

qualifications (recognition and 3 years 
professional experience)

• Extension to third country nationals by 
other Directives (Blue Card, longterm 
residents, family members of EU citizens)



Third country diplomas
Qualifications issued by a third country shall 

be regarded as qualifications obtained in 
an EU Member State if:

− the holder has three years' professional
experience in the profession concerned
on the territory of the Member State which 
recognised the foreing (third country)
evidence of formal qualifications and

− it is certified by the Member State 
concerned



How recognition is done in 
Europe?

European Area of Recognition Manual (for 
Higher Education Institutions)

• http://eurorecognition.eu/manual/

• http://eurorecognition.eu/Manual/EAR%20
HEI.pdf



How third country diplomas 
seen in Europe?



How third country diplomas 
seen in Europe? 

• The Dutch and the German ENIC/NARIC 
homepage

• https://www.epnuffic.nl/en/diploma-
recognition/foreign-education-systems

• http://anabin.kmk.org/no_cache/filter/hoch
schulabschluesse.html
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