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First of all, I would like to thank all the members of the Board of Trustees of Tempus Public 
Foundation (TPF) for giving me this chance to come to Hungary and collaborate with such 
experts in the field of Plant Biotechnology at the Department of Agricultural Botany, Plant 
Physiology and Biotechnology, University of Debrecen.  

I had won 9 months scholarship (Type: D_hosszú posztdoktori tanút) under the supervision of 
Professor Dr. Miklós Fári.  

After the promising results that we have abstracted from the pot experiment of selenium (Se) 
biofortification of alfalfa, we have started our field experiment in 2020. The main aim besides 
investigating the development of alfalfa plants under different concentrations of Se is to study 
the Se uptake by alfalfa during the different cuts (harvests) and the accumulated forms of Se in 
shoot part. After each harvest we analyzed our samples for total Se content, speciation of 
different Se forms in different plant parts, total antioxidant capacity and proteomic analysis. We 
have submitted our first article to Q1 journal this week (first week of June) and we are preparing 
now the second manuscript.  

In parallel I had start writing manuscripts of research articles and submitting them to 
international recognized journals (Q1 and Q2), as well as Book chapter will be published by 
Springer.  

 

Of course, I acknowledged TPF for your co-financial support and I will send the accepted 
manuscripts later to TPF.  
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Book chapter under processing: 
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silicon in environmental stress management and crop quality improvement: recent 
progress and future prospects, Springer Nature Switzerland AG 

 

Now, we are almost done with the analysis of samples from pot experiment and later I am going 
to acknowledge TPF thanking them for their financial support.  

 

 
Sincerely,  
 
Nevien Elhawat 


